
         Paws 

and Claws

 
A quarterly publication of the Pulaski County Humane Society 

1
st
 Quarter 2012 

It takes a Village and our village is hard at 
work…… 

Working together with rescue groups, the county shelter staff and 

tireless volunteers, the Humane Society has helped save of hundreds 
of animals. 

 In 2011……. 

Dogs:  420 taken 
from the Shelter and 171 from the community 

Cats:  135 from the shelter and 55 from the community 

66 dogs and 69 cats were placed into new safe loving forever homes 
through our adoption program. 

**************************************************** 

Understanding what can be accomplished in saving animals 

through adoptions or getting them to rescues has strengthened our 
commitment to having a facility of our own. 

Our Sybil Fund was designed to hold those 
funds donated towards a building.  It grows, 
albeit slowly, and we hope you’ll consider a 
donation towards this crucially needed facility 
where we can conduct more frequent ‘sneuter’  
clinics, house animals and more……. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Spud, the Pug, at Anderson’s Office 
Supply downtown, hosted his annual 

Christmas food drive for needy 
animals.  It was wildly successful and 
our HS president picked up a full load 
of dog and cat food, litter and over 
$500 in donations. WOW! 

Thank you Spud and Anderson Office 
Supply for this continuing program and the help it provides to 
animals. 

Foster Families Desperately Needed 

 

If you have room, love and time to take a pet short term 
and offer what could be its only chance to survive, call 
us and become a foster pet parent!!! Please………….. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

OWWW…….. 
 
Poor little Emmy Lou!! Last summer she tangled with a car and 
sustained a fractured elbow. Surgery placed a pin to correct it 

and for 6 months she 
managed well.  On 
December 28th while 
playing the leg re-
fractured in the same 
spot. More extensive 
surgery has repaired it 
with a metal plate and 
pins. Donations are 
needed to pay her vet 
bill!! Charges have 
mounted to about 
$1300 to $1400 for her 

surgeries. Any donation will help (even just $5 or $10). Donations 
can be sent to the PCHS or made online through PayPal at our 
website, www.bhumane.org 

Upcoming 

Events…….. 

A Day Dedicated to Animals 

Humane Lobby Day - Kentucky  

Thursday, February 23 in Frankfort. Get event details and RSVP. 

This is your chance to meet with your state legislators and let them 

know that Kentuckians care about animals. A workshop will be held   
on effective lobbying techniques, and what current state bills affect 
animals. 

RSVP today and help make a difference for Kentucky’s animals.  

http://www.bhumane.org/
http://action.humanesociety.org/site/R?i=Lem_zsFeAwTjO7iRemzEKQ
http://action.humanesociety.org/site/R?i=wUJN-iHBARAcNtooyCnmOQ


---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Adoption Day—                  

3
rd

 Saturday of each month 12 pm to 4 pm 

This event is graciously hosted by the Somerset Mall.  Come visit 

available critters and their foster parents. You may find the perfect 

addition to your family. 

Our new Seniors for Seniors program is in place; check with our 

Adoptions Coordinator for details. 

_______________________________________________________ 

Spay Neuter Clinic;  

The Humane Society’s commitment to performing our low cost 

clinics is making a difference in the community.  In 2011 

approximately 400 animals were altered through our program, 

preventing thousands of unwanted kittens and puppies. 

March 2012, date to be determined 

Call 451-2367 to make a reservation 

  Kroger Day, February 10, 

10-5 p.m.  Come shop and watch our HS 

volunteers valiantly bag your goodies.  We’ll be at 
the Kroger south in Grand Central Shopping area. 

February 14th Bake 
Sale  and more….  

The SCC-Animal Rescue Friends club and the 

Pulaski County Humane Society are hosting an event on Valentine’s 
Day, February 14 from 11 AM to 2 PM at Somerset Community 
College in the Meece building auditorium, Room 120. 

The event will include baked items and T-shirts for sale; pre-

registration for PCHS spay and neuter, rabies vaccination, and micro-
chipping clinics. The clinics will be scheduled later based on 
registration numbers. Please DO NOT bring your pets to this 

event.  

Parking is available in the lot on the north and east sides of the Meece 

building and at the Center for Rural Development.  

Anyone wishing to donate home-baked cupcakes or cookies should 
bring them to the Meece auditorium between 9:30 and 11:00 AM on 
February 14. 

Sponsored by the Somerset Community College Animal 

Friends Rescue Club 

 

Hope for the 

Future……. 

Alexis McMullen, a sixth grader at 

Russell Springs Elementary 
School, chatted with a HS Board 
member at our yard sale.  Alexis, a 
dedicated animal lover, offered to 
host a pet food drive at her school.  

Throughout November donations 
of food filled a huge barrel and the 
$900 in cash donated was used to 
buy more dry and wet critter food. 

Many thanks to the students, teachers and parents of Russell 

Springs Elementary School! 

Holiday Blessings 

……. 

Muffin was discarded at the 

county shelter.  Paralyzed in 
her rear end and suffering a 
serious, possibly fatal case of 
pyometra (a disease of the 
uterus) this sweet Daschund 
was rescued by PCHS. Immediate surgery was performed to save her 
life. Her condition had been ignored to the point where she was now 

incontinent and unable to use her back legs.  Muffin’s spirit is strong; 
she survived the surgery and wearing her little diaper, scampered 
around her foster mother’s home using her strong front legs.  A 
rescue in Ohio agreed to accept Muffin despite the seriousness of her 
condition; the rescue having many other Daschunds with similar 
issues.  A “Chip-In” account was organized to accept donations for 
surgery costs and a specially built cart to give Muffin easier mobility. 
Funds were donated quickly; Muffin’s custom cart ordered and the 
sweet girl on a transport to Ohio.  “It has been quite a learning 

experience and a Christmas blessing,” said Cathy, her PCHS foster 
mom.  

NOTE:  This just in from Muffin’s sanctuary Mom: “Her new cart is 
bright pink and she took to it like a duck to water. She is actually 
standing without the cart now and taking a few tentative steps on her 

own. Can’t go far or fast, but it is really a good start.” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Money will buy a fine dog, but only kindness will 

make him wag his tail…. 

---------------- 

 

Our Humane Society phone is answered by 

volunteers on a rotating basis.  Call volume 

fluctuates from seven or eight calls a day to 

extreme days of 30 plus calls. 



Call variety ranges from simple inquiries for vet 

recommendation or requests to be added to the registration list 

for next ‘sneuter’ clinic. 

At the opposite end are the emotionally strenuous calls from 

people desperate for help with sick, injured, abandoned, 

neglected, found or lost animals. 

Sadly, many callers fail to leave a name or number making it 

impossible to help them.   

Below are examples of calls experienced in one week’s time 

and their resolution. 

 Starving horses eating the bark off of trees somewhere off 

Hwy 192 

     —referred to the State Police and State Vet’s office and 

County Shelter who investigated. 

 Excited person who rescued a kitten they ‘love’ want to 

get it spayed  

     --Added to the registration list for next clinic 

 Call about adopting a HS dog seen at the PetSense Grand 

Opening 

       —referred to foster and adoption completed! 

 Message, “There’s a horse in my back yard!” 

         --The number was called seven times and no one ever 

answered, leaving the HS volunteer to assume they went 

riding!! 

 Injured cat with an infected eye needing immediate 

treatment.  

        --Cat received treatment, lost the eye, but became an 

indoor, much loved kitty 

 Numerous calls from potential adopters asking about 

specific breeds or types of animals.  

       --Caller referred to www.petfinder.com to view 

animals in our system. 

 Call requesting help rescuing her cat from a tree 25 feet 

up.  

        --Vol. Fire Dept. managed to rescue cat after two days 

and one frigid night in the tree. 

 Message about a chained, too skinny dog, without any 

form of shelter in subfreezing weather.  

     --Through efforts of volunteers and county shelter 

making a home visit, a new warm doghouse provided. 

 Frantic call from pet owner whose dog was hemorrhaging. 

         --Dog died as volunteer returned the call. 

 Call requesting pick up of a dead cat that caller thought 

had rabies.   

      --Referred to county animal shelter. 

Callers should speak clearly, leave a name and phone number 

along with the type of assistance needed; this will eliminate 

wasted time and permit the HS volunteers to offer help or 

suggestions quickly. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Happy Tails 

Lizzie…

This sweet, good 

natured little girl 

always sat up wagging 

her tail as prospective 

adopters approached 

her crate at each 

Adoption Day.  As 

people moved away, Lizzie would visibly droop with sadness 

at not being chosen.   Two years after being plucked from the 

shelter, Lizzie’s life brightened in December when the 

Oakville, Ontario, Canada rescue, A Dog’s Dream inquired 

about Lizzie!!   

Again the cadre of transport volunteers sprang into action and 

within 24 hours of leaving Somerset, Lizzie was a Canadian!  

Her adoptive family was waiting for her arrival, and at last 

report, she’s sleeping in their bed, getting all the love, attention 

and treats she deserves.  Yaay, Lizzie!!!! 

________________________________________________________ 

Max …was abandoned in dreadful condition; his fur matted his skin 

raw with heat sores and he was blind. Rescued from the county 

shelter and moved to a rescue and later adopted.  A PCHS volunteer 

met Gail during a Purina for Pets distribution event in Lexington. 

Gail asked her to stick around as she wanted her to meet ‘someone’. 

That was Max.  As you can see, he’s 

fully recovered and is beautiful.  

Pulaski County residents contributed to 

the cost of Max’s cataract surgery and 

now he has 95% of his vision back.  “I 

can’t tell you how proud it made me 

feel knowing the people I volunteer 

alongside made such a difference in the 

life of this dog and his new family,” said our PCHS volunteer.  

Perhaps you donated to help this little boy survive and enjoy his life 

as he should?  Max sends thanks and tail wags! 

________________________________________________________ 

Katy…a Dachshund Rat terrier mix came into our system at 6 yrs 

old with a litter of puppies. Always quiet and mannerly and brimming 

with love, she just needed the right situation for her forever home. 

Nathan and Katy made eye contact at 

an Adoption Day-their connection 

immediate and palpable. PCHS 

volunteers encouraged Nathan’s Mom 

to consider giving Katy a chance.  

Katy’s first night at her new home 

involved some whining, but soon she realized she was home with 

Nathan who needs her.  From then on she settled in and warmed the 

hearts of all family members. 

http://www.petfinder.com/


Katy’s day begins with Nathan holding her in his wheelchair from the 

time he gets up until he 

gets on the school bus.  

“It is so precious, they 

both keep betting 

closer and closer with 

each passing day,” 

says Barbara, Nathan’s 

Mom. The love they 

share is the perfect 

therapy for both. 

 

 

Pet$ense, Somerset’s only full service pet store is now open 

and a most welcome addition to the 

community.  Staffed by friendly, 

knowledgeable people they have 

embraced a relationship with the 

Humane Society and allow us to 

showcase some of our cats.   

As of this writing, 19 cats have found forever homes with the help 

of Pet$ense, ---WOW!   Please be sure to visit their location in 

the Grand Central Shopping Center. 

                 

Many thanks to the continuing Purina for Pets Program, 
through which thousands of pounds of dog and cat food plus 

litter are donated, helping our foster homes provide excellent 

nutrition. 

Animals depend on YOU to make their life a quality one. 

 

 

A   Pet’s  

Ten                           
Commandments…… 

1.  My life is likely to last 10-15 years.  Any separation from 

you is likely to be painful. 

2. Give me time to understand what you want of me. 

3.  Place your trust in me.  It is Crucial for my well being. 

4.  Don’t be angry with me for long and don’t lock me up as 

punishment. 

   You have your work, your friends, your entertainment, 

but I have only you. 

5. Talk to me.  Even if I don’t understand your words, I do 

understand your voice and tone when speaking to me.   

6. Be aware that however you treat me, I will never forget it. 

7. Before you hit me, remember I could hurt you, and yet, I 

choose not to bite you. 

8. Before you scold me for being lazy or uncooperative, ask 

yourself if something might be bothering me.  Perhaps I’m 

not getting the right food, I have been in the sun too long, 

or my heart is getting old or weak. 

9. Please take care of me when I grow old. You too, will grow 

old. 

10.   On the ultimate difficult journey, go with me, please.  

Never say you can’t bear to watch. Don’t make me face 

this alone.  Everything is easier for me if YOU are there, 

because I love you so. 

            Enjoy and Take good care of them. 

Life is a much duller and less joyful experience 
without critters. 

Cold weather is here.  Keeping outdoor pets warm is 

essential. Provide them with a sheltered, dry, 

insulated dog house lined with straw (blankets get wet and 

remain damp and cold).  Fresh, clean unfrozen water is a 

must along with plenty of food.  Better yet, fix them a cozy 

spot in the garage or laundry room for the coldest of nights.  

They count on you and will thank you!  

For those managing a feral cat colony, shelter is crucial.  Consider 

Rubbermaid tubs with lids; cut a hole (off center) for entry and fill ½ 

full with straw, hay or wood chips.  Place in protected locations out 

of wind, etc. 

Remember too, to honk the horn or bang on the hood to make sure a 

cat hasn’t curled up there for the warmth. 
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