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- Tips for a Pet-Safe Summer--  

The carefree months of no homework and summer 

Fridays bring an increased risk for illness or injury for 

our furry pals. 

 
Unpredictable weather, 

unusual routines; our 

animals are exposed to 

all sorts of hazards 

during June, July and 

August. Your pet counts 

on you to keep him safe. 

 Check out our tips for keeping your animal secure all summer 

long.  

--- Give your pet access to plenty of fresh water at all times, 

pets can suffer from dehydration, heat stroke and sunburn if 

overexposed to the heat. Provide shade from trees or tarps, not 

just a plastic doghouse. 

---Don’t lather your pet with insect repellent or sunscreen not 

intended for the four-legged kind. 

--Keep your pet away from matches, citronella candles and 

lighter fluid, which if eaten can irritate the stomach, lungs and 

central nervous system 

---NEVER leave your dog, cat, or any animal friend alone in a 

car.  The inside can heat up very quickly—even with a 
window open.  Temperatures can rise inside 20 degrees in 

just 10 minutes. 

--Be prepared! From tornados to floods, we’ve seen the 

devastation that severe weather has brought to families 

and pets this year.  Develop an evacuation plan well 
ahead of time in case you’re forced from your home in 

an emergency. 

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

Melody Simpson, 
our HS President, whose life is never dull, shares a 

day’s activities as a humane society volunteer……… 
 
   Friday evening brought a call from the County Shelter about 
a starving abandoned Border Collie.  Agreeing to check on the 
Border Collie found me meeting a young man and youngster 
with the dog at the Burnside Dollar Store. It was nearly dark, 
the dog was solid black, didn’t resemble a Border Collie, nor 
was it at all skinny. Nevertheless, I picked up the dog, placed 
him in the back of my vehicle and took him home with me. He 
wouldn’t walk on a leash at all, so I carried him to one of my 
outside kennels; but he was well behaved and stopped barking 
when I scolded him. That‘s when I noticed he smelled really 
good with really soft, shiny fur like he’d recently had a bath. 
Had this young man pulled a fast one on us just to get rid of a 
dog maybe? Or perhaps to get rid of someone else's dog? To 
be safe, I put a Found Ad in the newspaper. 
 
   After settling this pup, a call came from a rescue group 
reporting a Science Hill family’s dog had been shot.  The family 
with dog and puppies were outside playing when one of the 
pups ran into a neighbor’s yard and was shot in the neck.  
Police were called, but no one cited, as the dog strayed to the 
neighbor’s yard and they felt threatened! The injured dog was 
taken to Dr. Baumgardner and survived. 
 
    Saturday morning, 8 a.m., off to the County Animal Shelter 
to assist Peaceable Kingdom Rescue from New York, loading 
some dogs. Hmmm, I noticed the bag of change always in my 
vehicle was missing. Adding two and two:  I’d left my driver’s 
door open as the Burnside dog was loaded, so the younger 
boy must have stolen it when I was at the back. He’s about $20 
richer— I hope he really needed the money. 
 
   Peaceful Kingdom picked up ten Co. Shelter dogs and still 
had space, so Ellie Grant (Mandy’s Mission) brought two more. 
Dr. Patti Prather gave shots and Health Certificates.  Dr. 
Prather informed me that the HS dog (Lucky) at Midway with 
the broken leg was thoroughly examined and her cast 
removed.  Dr. Mullins discovered then the cast had been 
placed on the leg with an open wound and after 3 weeks was 
quite rancid. The fear was that the leg would need to be 
amputated. I said I’d try to get down there before noon to 
check on Lucky. 
 
   Next on the agenda was retrieving a small Rat Terrier taken 
in by the HS two days earlier. He’d been neutered and 
examined at Somerset Animal Hospital and the foster mom 
was to meet me and pick him up. Before I could arrive, Ellie 
Grant called from the County Shelter saying a couple was 
there looking for a small lap dog. They met me at SAH and fell 
in love with the little guy adopting him on the spot. So the 
foster went home empty handed, ------a good thing. 
 
   While still at SAH, a Co. Shelter worker called about an 
owner surrender—a Yorkie—did the HS want it?  This little 
guy, named Tate, needed a bath and trim so off to Paw Prints 
we went. Tate was born April 25, 2010 and had spent his entire 
life in a crate in the basement of his owner’s home as the 
owner was too old to care for him. 
 



   Another quick call was made to the foster mom who agreed 
to take Tate and pick him up at the groomer. 
 
   Too late by now to check on Lucky at Midway……….. 
 
   Back home I fed the 15 dogs and 7 cats in residence. Took 
one dog on a walk (I walk one each night, so they only get 
walked about every 2 weeks). At least I walk every night 
getting exercise.  
 
   Now it was bedtime, but I needed to check my e-mail and 
found 100 just from last night and today! After sorting those it 
was past 11p.m. and I crashed into bed. 
 
   And tomorrow is another day in the life of an HS 
Volunteer……… 

 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Happy Tails......... 

 

 

Lucy and Ricky show off 

for visitors. 

 

A large doghouse donated 

by PCHS to a Eubank 

family allowed them to 

keep two dogs that had 

adopted them—it often 

happens that way! 

The highway to happiness, love and safety had many bumps 

for these two energetic canines. Lucy and Ricky arrived 

together mysteriously in late winter. The family began feeding 

them and fell in love with their enthusiasm and joy of life.  

But life was still not smooth; ‘someone’ picked up the dogs 

from their home and took them to the County Animal Shelter.  

After a frantic dash to the shelter, a visit with the vet, they 

were safely back at home. The tie-outs are temporary, just 

until a kennel or fence is erected to keep them safe.  

      +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

 

PayPal is now available on our website: 

www.bhumane.org allowing greater ease for those 

wanting to donate to our cause. 

Click the Donate button and follow the simple 

instructions, and Thanks!  

        ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

No Such Thing as Free to a Good Home  

      (Reprinted from Anderson News, Lawrenceburg, KY) 

Before the signs start going up on bulletin boards around town, 

advertising free spring kittens and puppies, I want to say this: 

There is no such thing as ―free to good home.‖ And before I get on 

my soap box about it, let me tell you that I used to do this, too, 

before I got into animal rescue and understood the problem. 

Before I knew that 7 million animals are euthanized every year in 

this country, it never occurred to me that giving away free stray 

kittens and puppies was adding to the problem. I thought I was 

doing a good thing, finding homes for the unwanted. I never 

thought past the adoption-to the point 6 months later when the 

kitten or puppy goes into heat and has 3 or 4, or 12 or 13, 

babies! Of course, who can afford to spay or neuter all the stray 

animals dumped on our doorsteps? I couldn’t 

So why are they not free? Well, it costs about $130 or more to get a 

cat tested, vaccinated, and ―fixed.‖ For dogs, it’s even more. 

Instead of your ―free‖ kitten from the Wal-Mart parking lot, you 

could have gotten one from the animal shelter with all of this 

already done for only $65. 

So what about those of you who aren’t even going to put $65 into a 

cat? Well, some things are better left unsaid. But what I CAN say 

that the paper CAN print is this: It might not cost you directly here 

and now-but it’s going to cost the county and its residents plenty 

when that one cat turns into thousands in only four years. And it 

won’t just cost the cash that will have to be put out to deal with the 

overpopulation problem and inevitable euthanasia. It will also cost 

shelter employees, volunteers, and rescue groups the emotional 

burden of seeing the offspring from your one free cat have to be 

put to sleep because there is no room in the shelter. 

Now that there is low-income assistance for spay/neuter in this 

county, there is no excuse this year to give away or accept free 

kittens or puppies. Don’t do it, please! 

Victoria King---Holly’s Place---Lawrenceburg, KY 

 ****************************************************** 

Purina® Brand Pet Food through Purina® Pets 
for People™ selected our Humane Society for 
their most recent donation program.  Through 

this wonderful program volunteers picked up 
three skids of cat food in Lexington on June 18.  

  Good people doing wonderful things to 
help animals. 

http://www.bhumane.org/


 

 
A PET'S TEN COMMANDMENTS........  

 
1. My life is likely to last 10-15 years. Any separation from 

you is likely to be painful. 

 

2.  Give me time to understand what you want of me  

 
3.  Place your trust in me. It is crucial for my well-being. 

 

4.  Don't be angry with me for long and don't lock me up as 

punishment.  

 

     You have your work, your friends, your entertainment, 

but I have only you.  

 

5. Talk to me. Even if I don't understand your words, I do 

understand your tone of voice when speaking to me. 

 
6. Be aware that however you treat me, I will never forget it.  

 

7. Before you hit me, before you strike me, remember that I 

could hurt you, and yet, I choose not to bite you. 

 

8. Before you scold me for being lazy or uncooperative, ask 

yourself if something might be bothering me. Perhaps I'm not 

getting the right food, I have been in the sun too long, or my 

heart might be getting old or weak.  

 
9. Please take care of me when I grow old. You too, will grow 

old.  

 
10.  On the ultimate difficult journey, go with me please. 

Never say you can't bear to watch. Don't make me face this 

alone. Everything is easier for me if you are there, because I 

love you so. 

 

Enjoy and take good care of them. Life would be a 

much duller, less joyful experience without our 

critters.  

 

 

 

 
 

Cats, Cats,……. 

A dedicated foster 

parent, Cheryl 

Cecil recently had 

a veritable cat 

commune in her 

home. 

Due to normal spring explosions of pregnant cats and 
kittens the County Shelter was overwhelmed. Cheryl 
took five Momma cats, three with kittens already and 
two who delivered quickly in the safety of their foster 
home.  Six motherless kittens from the shelter joined two 
other orphaned kittens from the community in the 
group.   

Despite long arduous hours and incredible nursing 

work and determination by Cheryl, only eight of the 26 
kittens survived.  The mother cats were treated for 

both viral and bacterial infections.  Only two mommas 
were able to nurse the remaining kittens and then one of 
those developed a high fever and needed to be isolated. 
These dear kittens died in part due to coccidia, round 
worms, and FPV (sometimes called kitten distemper).  
The conditions were possibly carried by one or all of the 
mothers, or transmitted from one or more babies to the 
others.  As nothing was 
known about the 
felines’ background, 
there was no way of 
knowing which were 
infected on arrival at 
the foster home. 

This was heartbreaking 
care, with tears flowing 
each day, as Cheryl went to bottle feed little ones and 
finding one or more dead.  Kittens are such weak little 
creatures; and can be suckling and seemingly healthy at 
one feeding and by the next, mere hours later be dead or 
dying.  Cheryl and another hardworking foster, Johnice, 
state this was a very difficult education, one 
overwhelming in emotion.  The kittens along with two 
other cats that died from FIV were cremated together 
and their ashes scattered among flower beds at Cheryl’s 
home.   

As Cheryl said:  “Although their time on earth was 
short, they deserve and got a humane respectful burial.”   

She added as she relayed the story to me, “I’m crying for those 
little ones that were lost; but, I smile thinking about the eight 
that survived.”  

 



Goodbye too soon……..Sophie 

 
Her broken heart broke my heart. I will never forget 

the precious moments spent and the valuable lessons 

learned. She touched my life in 2 months the way that 

few have in this lifetime.—Jenny Phillipson 

  

In memory of a 

dearest sweet 

little girl. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
If I could live in Alice's world 

I wonder if I'd learn 
What makes her strong 
What makes her safe 

What makes her suddenly afraid 
I'd understand this little girl 

But I'll never live in Alice's world 
 

If I could see through Alice's eyes 
I wonder what I'd see 

Is her sky blue, is her grass green 
Does she see things I've never seen 
What's in her mind she keeps inside 

I'll never see through Alice's eyes 
 

If could love through Alice's heart 
I wonder who I'd trust 

So silently she smiles at me 
But answers she will not reveal 
She never tells why it's so hard 
To win a place in Alice's heart 

 
---Strawbs 

 

 
*** 

 Our ongoing monthly 

PCHS Spay /Neuter Clinics 

again provided life altering 

surgery to numerous critters 

preventing unwanted litters.  

All have a story, but some stand above others; 

-- Sundance, a sweet yellow lab 

mix, rescued from a dumpster, 

just minutes before the trash truck 

arrived.  After surgery recovery 

he’s off to an East Coast rescue.  

--Socks, a black and white mixed breed arrived on a 

Barnesburg farm, emaciated and with severe mange—so 

bad a farmer wanted to shoot the dog! Socks healed with 

a glossy coat and sweet disposition.   

--Mama Cat discarded  far 

from home, when she became 

in the “family way”, rescued, 

spayed and warmly loved, 

now shares her owner’s bed. 

--Here fuzzy, adorable Persian siblings rest after their 

surgery, monitored closely by 

dedicated volunteers to 

ensure safe recovery. 

 
 

Mark your 
Calendars 

     July 1:  Kroger Day –join the fun and 
activities as the Kroger south.  10-5  

A second Kroger day is planned August 31 before Labor Day 
weekend. Your participation and spreading the word to friends 
and family results in extra funding to help local critters.  Come 
on down! 

Yard Sale—Bargains!!  PCHS plans to participate in the miles- 
long Nancy yard sale in August and will be looking for 
donations and workers.   

BowWow Holiday:  Sunday, December 04, 2011 at the Center 
for Rural Development.  More details to follow—with info 
about a possible Micro Chip clinic during the event. 

PCHS Annual Meeting/Picnic:  Look for details soon 
regarding a gathering where members and pets meet for food 
and fun. 

************************************************************** 

 

Pulaski County Humane Society 

Officers:  Melody Simpson, President, Harry Evans, Vice President
 Deanna Spring, Secretary, Cathy Price, Treasurer 

Board of Directors: Marguerite Arnold--Cheryl Cecil--Courtney     

Girdler--Johnice Principe--Connie Rakestraw--Deb Rich--Bonnie 
Stevenson 

P.O.Box 448,   Somerset, KY 42502       606-451-2357 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


